BestMedia

 Broadcast Production / Lecturing / Corporate Presentation / Media Consultancy

Mike Best career history:

1968
Newcastle Journal
Reporter (Head Office and District Office)






Included NCTJ Block-Release Course

1971
BBC Radio Durham
Sports Producer






Included presentation / commentary

1972
BBC Radio Leeds

News Producer


BBC Radio Four

Attachment to GNS / Today Programme

1973
BBC Radio Carlisle
Sports Editor

Member of BBC team covering the Commonwealth Games in New Zealand

1977
Radio Tees


Head of News






Included Presenting weekly phone-in

1981
Radio Aire


Head of News, Sport and Current Affairs

Included recruiting the News Team and setting up the news coverage of the new commercial radio station.

1982
Yorkshire Television
News Editor 






News Producer






Features Producer






Executive Producer Regional Features






Head of Regional Features





Head of Regional Programmes
1998 Director of Broadcasting

2002




Formed BestMedia

Career Summary:

During the past thirty years I have worked in newspapers, BBC Local and Network Radio, Commercial Radio and Commercial Television. 

At the Newcastle Journal I worked as a news reporter, initially in the Head Office, then as part of a three-man team in a District Office, before being given responsibility for my own District Office.

During my time with BBC Local and Network Radio I presented and produced news and sports programmes, as well as producing a daily breakfast show and a daily two-hour magazine programme. Amongst the highlights of this part of my career I covered the Lofthouse Colliery disaster for BBC Radio Leeds, I was chosen to join the BBC radio team covering the Commonwealth Games in New Zealand, I covered Carlisle United’s promotion to the First Division of the Football League including a two-hour live OB from the bus-top tour and Civic Reception held to mark the occasion, 

In commercial radio I headed the news teams at both Radio Tees and Radio Aire, and established the news coverage of the latter when the station was first set up. At both stations I reported, read the news, and produced news documentary programmes as well as organising the daily news output. Highlights included commentating during a live four-hour OB covering the Pope’s visit to York,  covering the dramatic climax to the police hunt for Barry Prudham in North Yorkshire, the capture of the Yorkshire Ripper, and co-ordinating and presenting several Election programmes.

During twenty years in commercial television I have worked both on and off screen. Initially I worked in the news environment and have co-ordinated YTV’s coverage of major events like the Bradford City Fire, the fire at York Minster, the tragedy at Hillsborough, The World Student Games, and more recently the Great Eck train crash, the North Yorkshire floods and the murder of two Leeds United fans in Turkey.

In Regional Features I have produced a wide range of documentary programmes and series covering everything from arts and entertainment to social action, education and current affairs. For four years I also Produced the ITV network series It’s A Vet’s Life. 

I have Produced and/or Executive Produced a number of major Outside Broadcasts including the re-opening of York Minster after the fire, the opening and closing ceremonies of the World Studio Games in Sheffield, the Royal Maundy services at Bradford and Lincoln Cathedrals and the annual Yorkshire Awards ceremony.

For five years upto January 2002 I was Director of Broadcasting at YTV, responsible for running the Regional Programmes Department: heading a team of two hundred and fifty people, controlling an annual budget of eight million pounds, commissioning 25% independent production and producing the Regional Programme schedule to ensure maximum viewer enjoyment as well as compliance with YTV’s licence requirements. 

I have also had responsibility for handling the compliance of all YTV regional and network output and liasing with the Independent Television Commission, the Broadcast Standards Commission and the ITV Network Centre on all matters relating to regulation of the YTV licence.
I have always maintained a hands-on involvement in programme making and last year Produced two documentaries, two studio-based series, live coverage of an awards ceremony, and two children’s videos for the domestic market. I also voiced a number of documentary and sports programmes. Apart from the fact that this was often one of the most enjoyable aspects of the job, it also kept me closely in touch with the realities of production facing the rest of my team, and enabled me to make judgements based on experience rather than “the rule book”.

I have been actively involved in regional affairs throughout my career, holding a range of industry and community positions including:

· Chair, BAFTA North

· Chair, Leeds Media Initiative

· Chair, Right To Read Communications Group

· Chair, Advisory Board, Northern Film School, Leeds Met University

· Advisory Board Member, Yorkshire Media Consortium

· Board Member, Leeds Initiative

· Graduate, Leeds Common Purpose
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